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NEW ACQUISITION CASE 
Donations Can Make a Museum Flourish and Successful 

spheres,  gems, and  meteorites,  are  now  part  of  that 
redistribution plan.  Sam Nasser has been helping the 
curator with the cleaning, preparation and finally the 
introduction of the specimens into this case. 
 

John Weber has been a mineral enthusiast and collector 
for decades.  Over the past few years he has been donating 
his beautiful collection to the museum.  At one time there 
were so many specimens given, we actually had an entire 
case for these new acquisitions.  Approximately a year 
ago, Celestian reintroduced the majority of his minerals 
into several permanent areas of the museum.  Many can 
now be found in the Causes of Color Case.  
 

The idea of the new acquisition case is three-fold. Give all 
donations whether mineral, fossil, gem, small mining 
equipment or unusual component exposure to the general 
public.  Encourage others to think about donating an item 
or small collection so the public can get a glimpse at the 
fascinating world of minerals.  And finally, make us one 
of the best rounded mineral museums and scheduled 
destination stops for rockhounds. A special thanks to all 
our benefactors as new acquisitions make our museum 
compete with the best. 
 

Amethyst, azurite, bornite, calcite, celestite, dendrites, 
epidote, fossils, fulgurites, and onto quartz, 
rhodochrosite, stilbite and then finally end with ulexite, 
vanadinite, wulfenite, xenotime, youngite and zeolites. 
Somewhere in the various cases of the museum or 
tucked away for a future display, we have over 20,000 
minerals, which include all the colors of the rainbow and 
so many specimens that we have at least one mineral that 
begins with each letter of the alphabet.  A few years ago 
Sue Celestian, museum curator, decided to display all 
the new acquisitions that are donated to the museum, for 
at least a few months.  When a mineral, fossil or gem is 
donated to us, Celestian first takes it to the acquisition 
room. The specimen is catalogued, given a number, and 
paperwork is generated about the piece and benefactor. 
We add all this information to our data-base and clean 
the specimen if necessary.  A few of the items are then 
placed directly into permanent or rotating exhibits, as 
they give the curator new ideas for educational displays 
(Joanne Hesterman’s case on the Quartz Family) or 
exposure to something very unusual (our wonderful 
fulgurite exhibit). 
 

However, the majority of the items given are now put 
into the new acquisition case located in the large gallery.  
Recently we have had tectites, gems, calcite stalactites, 
all types of beautiful quartz crystals, gold, rhodocrosite, 
spheres, turquoise, and even mineral specimens given in 
memory of a loved one.  Many will be moved to a 
permanent  display.  A  pink  halite,  lavender  lepidolite,  

  




