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OUR MUSEUM HAS
“YOUR WINDOWS TO THE EARTH'S INNER BEAUTY”

LET USBOWL YOU OVER WITH OUR WELL ROUNDED COLLECTION

Want to impress your friends? Put a carved mineral bowl -
lit from above to show the beauty from within — on display
in your home. You can buy some from our gift shop
selection. We sell spheres of all sizes, too.

One of our most popular exhibits is the Bowl Collection, on
loan since the late seventies, thanks to the Arizona Mineral
and Mining Museum Foundation. The almost seventy bowls
in Case Two crafted by Tom Neavitt, range in size from two
to four inch diameter. People cannot imagine that these
mineral bowls are hand fashioned. Since so many of them
are translucent and partially transparent, the display is lit
from above, causing an incredible other-worldly radiance.
The materials are wide ranging: agates of all kinds
including plume agate, cherry plume agate, and bird of
paradise agate; fossil dinosaur bone; jade; amethyst; and
other varieties of quartz. The tops are either flattened, or
jagged. Mistakes are final. The last stroke of a polishing
cloth is capable of shattering a bowl that took weeks to
ream out, smooth, and shine. Of course, these aren’t on
display.

Around 1950, Tucson woodcarver Tom Neavitt didn’t feel
that wood was challenging enough. He soon realized that
carving and polishing minerals was also too easy. So he
taught himself an ancient but unforgiving and most
challenging craft. It is a skill known to primitive people
going far back into time. Some ancient cultures, most
importantly the Chinese and the Egyptians, perfected the
craft. Early explorers brought the art to Renaissance Europe.

This exhibit is really an incredible display that will truly
"bowl" you over.

If the Earth was a carved sphere, it would fail the “sphere
connoisseur test”. Our home planet isn’t perfectly round, as
you know.

Close to a hundred spheres, ranging in size from 1.5” to 6”
and all made from either rocks or minerals are on display in
Case One. The materials are certainly diverse. Favorites are
those made of granite, rhodonite, fluorite, pyrite, quartz, and
marble. This writer’s favorites are two diverse spheres: one
made of Pre-Cambrian rock and one made of lepidolite.

There is also a display of models made of stone that show
the actual process of preparing a block of material for
beginning the rounding process. Twenty-six separate cuts
have to be made on that piece of stone before it is ready to
be rounded by the sphere machine.

Doug Duffy, our Lap Shop Manager, is a master sphere
maker, and you can read about him and his knowledge in
another part of this issue. Unlike bowls, the sphere process
is not quite so fraught with hazards. However, as Doug
points out, only about one out of six attempts result in a
finished sphere.




