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HAVE YOU SEEN A GOLD WHEEL AS BIG AS THE ONE AT OUR MUSEUM ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a typical day at the museum when we received a call  
from an elderly woman who lived in West Phoenix.  She 
said that her brother had passed away, and he was into gold 
mining.  She had a piece of mining equipment in the 
backyard, which he had stored several years before, and she 
now wanted to sell her house and needed to give this 
“oddity” away.  Would we be interested? 
 
Before we accept any large donations that pertain to mining, 
we need to take a look to see if we can use the equipment.  
Charlie Connell made arrangements to stop by her residence 
on the way home.  After entering and then exiting her 
backyard, he was chuckling and amazed.  He had never seen 
a gold wheel that big or that heavy.  He didn’t  jump in and 
say we would definitely take it, but informed her he would 
get back to her within a week.  After considering all the 
pros and cons, he decided the only thing negative about the 
wheel was the weight involved.  He brought three other men 
from the museum, and discovered that the wheel section, 
which was made of steel, was easier to disassemble than he 
thought.  It took four men to carry the huge four hundred 
pound, three-foot diameter wheel to the back of our pick-up.  
The frame was much lighter and easier to move. 
 
The fi rst task was to sandblast and prime the equipment.  
That was not diffi cult. It then sat in the side yard for a few 
years.  When the stamp mill was completed, the gold wheel 
was disassembled and moved to its present location near the 
mill.  
 
What exactly does a gold wheel do?  It  separates  the  gold 
from the concentrates.   Concentrates  in  this case are small 
 

pieces of quartz sand and black sand.  When we run the 
stamp mill, it pulverizes the quartz into small particles, 
which after a fi rst separation process, we will run through 
the gold wheel.  The gold actually travels upwards over a 
dozen rungs leaving behind quartz, mica, and most of the 
black sand near the bottom rung. In the center of the wheel 
is a hole that the gold has climbed to and eventually drops 
into a vial. We recently found out that this type of gold 
wheel is rather common in Mexico.  There are not many to 
be found in the United States. 

 


